
Shenandoah Rose Garden Club 

November 18, 2019 

Minutes 

 

The Shenandoah Rose Garden Club met November 18, 2019 at 9:30 at the home of Sandy Reed. Nine 

members were present: Barbara Adam, Vickey Cooper, Karen Fishman, Deanna McFarlan, Barbara 

Maaskant, Robin Preis, Sandy Reed, Dianne Smith and Wanda Wenger.  

 

Following refreshments, our program was a presentation and slide show on Native Plants. Our speaker 

was Barbara Dorfmann, landscape consultant and active member of Georgia Native Plant Society. She 

presented a program entitled, “Native Plants, What’ the Big Deal.” It explained the importance of using 

native plants to attract and provide food for insects which provide pollination and provide food 

necessary for birds. Many bird species are becoming endangered because of unavailability of food 

caused by clear-cutting in land development and because of (re) planting with non-native plants which 

do not host the insects needed by birds and wildlife in our area. She highly recommended the book, 

Bringing Nature Home – How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants, by Douglas W. Tallamy which 

she describes as a “powerful, enjoyable book, full of photos, making the connection between insects 

and native plants in saving wildlife from extinction.” For more information on native plants, go to 

https://gnps.org/ 

 

Following the program, President Sandy Reed called the meeting to order at 11:25. 

 

Devotional – Deanna McFarlan provided a short devotional on how gardening elevates our moods. 

Roll Call – each member described her Thanksgiving plans. 

Minutes – the September minutes were approved as e-mailed (no October meeting). 

Treasurer’s Report – Wanda reported an account balance of $1696.12. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Awards – Barbara M. is submitting the DeKalb Federation and Redbud District websites for GCG awards. 

 Sandy Reed will submit the program she gave on weeds for the GCG DVD/PowerPoint Program award. 

 

Federation – Sandy reported that the Leading Lights Luncheon was fun and successful and raised almost 

$4000 on the raffle and auction (final tally on additional income forthcoming). 

 

Horticulture – Vickey advised that we bring in succulents now and that best care is to water only when 

bone dry; if repotting is needed, do it in late winter. 

 

Programs – the next meeting will be the Christmas program at Vickey’s home and Barbara A. has 

planned a program on coal ash. 

 Robin sent a list of programs for January through May 2020. Locations and hostesses are 

needed. 

o January 1/13 - A Trail of Trees to Georgia History - Rick Barnes 
o February 2/21 (Friday) - ABG Flower Show  
o March 3/16 - Common Birds: Know your neighbors - Ryan Schultz with Atlanta Audubon 
o April 4/20 - English Gardens - Lori Prosser 
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o May 5/18 - Field Trip: TBD Woodland Gardens in Decatur and lunch afterwards or 
 Garden Enthusiasts in Tucker (topic TBD) and lunch at Matthews (Note: lunch moved to 
Local 7 to use two gift certificates received by Sandy for a portion of the total cost; 
attendees with split the balance). 
 

Old Business 

 

Needy Family project – All members present wanted to do this project again this year. Vickey 

volunteered to coordinate and will contact Lisa Wise to request a family with young children and will 

distribute a list of needed items.  

 

Christmas stockings – Barbara A. described a project to provide Christmas stockings for hospice patients 

at Our Lady of Perpetual Help, a facility operated by Catholic nuns in south Atlanta for indigent persons 

of all faiths. Some patients are military veterans so the project is consistent with our veteran’s support 

efforts. There may be some females in residence. Barbara received suggested items for the stockings 

from Sister Miriam and members volunteered to supply 28 of each of the following: 

 Gripper socks – Barbara A. 

 Chapstick – Vickey 

 Soap – Deanna 

 Lotion – Dianne 

 Small packs of Kleenex – Wanda 

 Small packs of hand wipes – Sandy 

 Chocolate candy – Robin and Barbara M. 

 Christmas stockings – Sandy and Barbara M.  

Other Business 

Neighborhood Decorations – Sandy will speak with Robin who has the decorations. 

Donations: The Club donated $25 each to four of the programs supported by GCG.  This earns us 2 

points on the GCG President’s Report. 

Raffle – Deanna won a white amaryllis bulb. 

Next meeting: Monday, December 16 at the home of Vickey Cooper, 2879 Dunnington Circle, Atlanta, 

GA 30341-5607. Bring: 

 an ornament OR small decorative item to exchange, 

 items to fill Christmas stockings, and 

 gifts for needy family. 

 

Prepared by: 

Dianne Smith, Secretary 

 

 

 

 


